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thing to learn, and by whose misconduct, or want of experience, the reputation of the regiment may be destroyed.
However disagreeable such an arrangement would be to me, I would readily assent to it, if it would tend to promote the service; but this is not the case, as it can only affect a particular state. And should the same partial policy be adopted by all those states whose troops compose rny regiment, it must consequently be annihilated, and some of my officers, after long and painful service, have just cause of complaint.
If it is proper that the state of Jersey should raise two companies of artillery, it would be more eligible, that the men when raised, should be draughted into the weakest companies, in the four regiments; as many of them must be very thin at present.
I have the honor to be, Gentlemen,
Your Ob't Serv't, The Honorable,                                          JOHN LAMB.*
The Board of WAR and ORDNANCE.
The return of Sir Henry Clinton, from the south, induced the Commander-in-Chief to believe that a formidable attempt would immediately be made by the troops on board the fleet, just arrived at the Hook; and feeling that a vigorous defence of the posts on the Hudson river, might ensure the safety of the army, then in an alarming state of weakness, the following order was directed to issue from head quarters:
SPRINGFIELD, (N. JERSEY,) 21st June, 1780. My Dear Sir:
I received your favor of the 14th instant. I was sorry that you had been unwell, but am happy to hear that you have recovered. West Point, having so large a proportion of the corps of artillery; and being of such great consequence to America, demands that an officer of high rank in the artillery should be there.
You being acquainted with that post and its vicinity, and other circumstances, point you out, as the officer most proper to take that command. You will please, therefore, to repair to that place, and inform General How and Major Bauman of this ord^r.
* Lamb papers, N. Y. His. Soc.